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“Youthful Artist Achieves Honor — 
  Eugene Kingman 21, Chosen by the National Park 
  Service to Paint Seven Pictures to be Exhibited in Paris”
	 —The Providence Journal - January 13, 1931
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Back in 1931 HORACE M. ALBRIGHT, the Director of the 
National Park Service, commissioned Eugene Kingman to paint large 
oil paintings of seven national parks, which were sent to Paris to be 
displayed during the 1931 Paris Expo. Albright wanted to attract  
Europeans to visit and experience first-hand America’s treasured  
natural wonders. The idea was to lift everyone’s spirits during the  
pre-“New Deal” era following the Great Depression. 

Deep appreciation to Presidents Theodore and Franklin D. Roosevelt, John Muir, the  
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), the Work Projects Administration (WPA), plus all those who 
were involved over the past 100 years in making the national and state parks what they are today.

May these seven paintings continue to serve as an inspiring reminder for 
us all around the world to experience the extraordinary beauty of these 
parks, as well as other spectacular national parks throughout America.
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